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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of screening a caller prior to establishing a 
telephone connection between the caller and a callee, the method comprising: 

receiving an indication from the callee of one or more callers that are authorized 
to be directly connected to the callee upon calling the callee, wherein the indication includes an 
instruction to collect voice samples of the authoriz e d call e rs ; 

receiving a telephone call from a caller; 

prompting the caller to speak the name of the callee; 

receiving a voice sample from the caller th e nam e of th e call ee wh e n spok e n by 
th e call e r, wh e r e in the call ee is a p e rson; and 

determining the callee from analysis of the voice sample wherein the callee is a 
person, and wherein the telephone call is directed to a telephone terminal for the callee 
for the purpose of speaking to the callee; 

identifying the caller by analyzing the voice sample of the caller received when 
the caller speaks the name of the callee without asking the caller to self identify, wherein the 
identifying comprises th e st e ps of : 

obtaining g e n e rating a prior first voice recording sampl e of the caller's 
voice wh e n th e caller sp e aks th e nam e of th e call ee; and 

analyzing comparing the first voice sample by using to a s e cond the prior 
voice recording sampl e; and 

screening the telephone call based on an identity of the caller and based on a 
predefined authorization established by the callee stored in a digital call assistant 

routing th e t e l e phon e call to th e t e l e phon e t e rminal for the call ee in r e spons e to 
det e rmining that th e first voic e sampl e match e s; and 

disconn e cting th e t e l e phon e call in r e spons e to d e t e rmining that th e first voice 
sampl e does not match th e s e cond voic e sampl e. 
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2-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein prompting the caller to speak the 
name of the callee is done using a synthesized voice. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the name of the callee 
includes receiving electrical audio signals representing the name of the callee as spoken by the 
caller. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising creating a database 
containing multiple sets of digital voice samples, wherein each set within the multiple sets 
contains at least one digital voice sample for a different one of a plurality of callers. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein identifying the caller includes: 
creating a test set of voice samples from the voice of the caller received when the 

caller speaks the name of the callee; and 

individually comparing the test set of voice samples with the each set of voice 
samples in the database to identify whether the caller is one of the plurality of callers. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising routing the 
telephone call to a message recording system if the callee is unable to receive the telephone call. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising creating a 
database containing a plurality of digital text files, wherein each of the plurality of digital text 
files contains identification information for a different one of a plurality of callees. 
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14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the each of the plurality of digital 
text files is in ASCII format, and wherein the identification information includes the name of the 
callee. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the identification information further 
includes a telephone extension number for the callee. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim \ [[27]], wherein identifying the 
caller includes: 

converting the name of the callee as spoken by the caller into a test digital text 

file; and 

individually comparing the test digital text file with the each of the plurality of 
digital text files in the database to identify the callee. 

17-27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions stored thereon which, when executed by a computer, will cause the computer to 
perform a method of screening a caller prior to establishing a telephone connection between the 
caller and a callee, the method comprising: 

receiving an indication from the callee of one or more callers that are authorized 
to be directly connected to the callee upon calling the calle e, wh e r e in the indication includ e s an 
instruction to coll e ct voic e sampl e s of th e authoriz e d call e rs ; 

receiving a telephone call from a caller; 

prompting the caller to speak the name of the callee; 

receiving a voice sample from the caller th e nam e of th e call ee wh e n spoken by 
th e caller, wh e r e in th e calle e is a p e rson; and 

determining the callee from analysis of the voice sample, wherein the callee is a 
person and wherein the telephone call is directed to a telephone terminal for the callee for 
the purpose of speaking to the callee; 
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identifying the caller by analyzing the voice sample of the caller received when 
the caller speaks the name of the callee without asking the caller to self identify, wherein the 
identifying comprises th e st e ps of : 

obtaining g e nerating a prior lifst voice recording sampl e of the caller's 
voice wh e n th e call e r sp e aks th e nam e of th e call e o ; and 

analyzing comparing the fifst voice sample by using to a s e cond the prior 
voice recording sampl e; and 

screening the telephone call based on an identity of the caller and based on a 
predefined authorization established by the callee stored in a digital call assistant 

routing th e t e l e phon e call to th e t e l e phon e t e rminal for th e call ee in r e spons e to 
d e t e rmining that th e first voic e sampl e match e s th e s e cond voic e sampl e ; and 

disconn e cting th e t e lephon e call in r e spons e to d e t e rmining that th e fir s t voic e 
sampl e do e s not match th e s e cond voic e sampl e. 

29-31. (Canceled) 

32. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, further 
comprising creating a database containing multiple sets of digital voice samples, wherein each 
set within the multiple sets contains at least one digital voice sample for a different one of a 
plurality of callers. 

33. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, further 
comprising routing the telephone call to a message recording system if the callee is unable to 
receive the telephone call. 

34. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, further 
comprising creating a database containing a plurality of digital text files, wherein each of the 
plurality of digital text files contains identification information for a different one of a plurality 
of callees. 
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35. (Currently Amended) A system for screening a caller prior to establishing a 
telephone connection between the caller and a callee, comprising: 
a voice recognition means operative to: 

receive an indication from the callee of one or more callers that are 
authorized to be directly connected to the callee upon calling the callee, wherein the indication 
includes an instruction to collect voice samples of th e authoriz e d call e rs ; 
receive a telephone call from a caller; 
prompt the caller to speak the name of the callee; 

receive a voice sample from the caller th e nam e of th e call e e wh e n spok e n 
by th e call e r, wh e r e in the call ee is a p e rson 

determine the callee from analysis of the voice sample, wherein the callee 
is a person and wherein the telephone call is directed to a telephone terminal for 
the callee for the purpose of speaking to the callee; and 

obtain g e n e rat e a first voice recording sampl e of the caller's voice when 
the caller speaks the name of the callee; 

a comparator means, in communication with the voice recognition means, 
operative to identify the caller by analyzing the voice sample of the caller received when the 
caller speaks the name of the callee without asking the caller to self identify, wherein in 
identifying the caller the comparator means is further operative to compare the first voice sample 
to a s e cond the voice recording sampl e; and 

a call screening means, in communication with the voice recognition means and 
the comparator means, operative to screen the telephone call based on an identity of the caller 
and based on a predefined authorization established by the callee stored in a digital call assistant 

a call routing m e ans, in communication with th e voic e r e cognition m e ans and th e 
comparator m e ans, op e rativ e to rout e the t e l e phon e call to th e t e lephon e t e rminal for th e call e e in 
r e spons e to d e t e rmining that th e first voic e sampl e match e s th e s e cond voic e sampl e and 
disconn e ct th e t e l e phon e call in r e spons e to d e t e rmining that th e first voic e sampl e does not 
match th e s e cond voice sample . 

36-38. (Canceled) 
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39. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the comparator means 
further comprises a database containing multiple sets of digital voice samples, wherein each set 
within the multiple sets contains at least one digital voice sample for a different one of a plurality 
of callers. 

40. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the call routing means is 
further operative to route the telephone call to a message recording system if the callee is unable 
to receive the telephone call. 

41. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the comparator means 
further comprises a database containing a plurality of digital text files, wherein each of the 
plurality of digital text files contains identification information for a different one of a plurality 
of callees. 

42. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising routing the telephone call to the 
telephone terminal for the callee in response to determining that the first voice sample is a 
statistical allowable match to the second voice sample and the caller is authorized by the callee to 
directly connect to the callee. 

43. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising routing the telephone call to a 
message recording system if the first voice sample is a statistical allowable match to the second 
voice sample and the caller is not authorized by the callee to directly connect to the callee. 

44. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising disconnecting the telephone call 
in response to the digital assistant determining that the first voice sample does not match the 
second voice sample. 

45. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the digital call assistant resides in the 
telephone terminal for the callee. 



7 



S/N 09/471,315 



46. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the digital call assistant resides in a 
wireless device for the callee. 

47. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein obtaining a prior voice recording of the 
caller's voice occurs during a previous telephone call from the caller. 

48. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein screening comprises: 
routing the telephone call to the callee; 

after ending the telephone call by the callee, maintaining the telephone call with 
the caller; and 

providing interaction with the callee. 

49. (New) The method of claim 48, wherein the interaction comprises obtaining the 
prior voice recording. 

50. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the screening comprises routing the 
telephone call to the callee; 

wherein the method further comprises: 

after termination of the telephone call by the callee, maintaining the telephone call 
with the caller; and 

providing interaction with the caller. 

51. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the screening comprises routing the 
telephone call to the callee, and wherein the method further comprises the callee 
accepting the telephone call. 

52. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the screening comprises routing the 
telephone call to the callee, and wherein the method further comprises the callee rejecting 
the telephone call. 
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53. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the screening comprises routing the 
telephone call to the callee, and wherein the method further comprises the callee allowing 
the telephone call to be routed to a message recording system. 

54. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting the identity of the 
caller via an intercom associated with the telephone terminal for the callee. 

55. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein obtaining the prior voice recording of the 
caller's voice occurs during an in-progress telephone call from the caller. 

56. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the digital call assistant resides in a 
message recording system for the callee. 
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